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from two sources but the pattern and colour intergrade and there is no 
obvious discontinuity. 

Meiklejohn also purchased from Baker a series of clutches of eggs of the 
Ringed Plover, Charadrius hiaticula. Two sets of four from Wells, Norfolk, 
one dated Ist June 1920, the other 30th June 1924, are of interest. They 
appear to be made up from four pairs of eggs. Each pair has a striking and 
distinct pattern differing markedly from that of the other pairs. They are 
grouped to form two clutches of four eggs which, in view of what is known 
of the inheritance of pattern and colour and of colour variation in other 
clutches of the species, are biologically improbable units. 

In addition there are three clutches of the same species consisting of five 
eggs, one from Wells dated 28th May 1921, and two from Blakeney, one 
on 14th June 1917, and one on 4th May 1920. The last contains four eggs 
of similar colour and pattern, all being peculiar in possessing a constricted 
narrow end, the egg becoming noticeably narrower at one point before 
the tip rather than tapering evenly towards it. The fifth egg is paler in 
colour with an even taper. The clutch from Wells has three similar broad 
eggs with slightly constricted tips, another similar in markings to these but 
a little narrower and tapering more evenly, while the fifth is larger, buffer, 
and more heavily marked than the other four. The third clutch consists of 
five very similar eggs. 

From the evidence available one can only conclude that in some cases at 
least eggs were regrouped into clutches. In view of this there are grounds 
for questioning the abnormally large clutches of Snipe and Ringed Plover, 
and it would be of interest to know if the statements in the Handbook of 
British Birds (Witherby et al. 1940) mentioning c/6 for the Snipe and c/5 
for the Ringed Plover as of exceptional occurrence were based on the 
existence of these clutches. 
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The Bluethroat subspecies known in Rumania is Luscinia svecica 
cyanecula (Meisner). It breeds in small numbers about the pools of the 
district Banat; it is known also in the rest of the country, but only as a rare 
bird of passage. 

In 2nd April, 1963 I collected at Pingarati (Bacau district), on the 
Bistrita valley, a male Bluethroat whose blue plastron has a chestnut- 
coloured spot in the middle of it, but the lower part of the feathers forming 
the spot is white. Considering this peculiarity, it is clear that the bird I 
collected belongs to L. s. volgae (Kleinschmidt) (syn. L. s. occidentalis 
(Zarudny), nomen praeoccupatum), a most variable race, intermediate 
between the nominate svecica and cyanecula, that breeds in the central 
part of Russia and northern Ukraine, passing the winter in the eastern part 
of the Mediterranean region. 

The above mentioned bird proves that some volgae specimens, in their 
migration, are passing through the eastern part of Rumania, 


